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As a member of the Green Party (DIE GRÜNEN), Mr. Cem Özdemir was elected to the German Parliament as the first representative 
of non-German origin, which he served from 1994-2002. Mr. Özdemir has continually advocated German and Turkish relations, serv-
ing as Vice-Chairman of the German-Turkish parliamentary friendship group and on the board of trustees for TAKEV, a German-
Turkish Foundation for culture and education, and for Deutscher-Türkischer Forum Stuttgart e.V., a forum for German-Turkish under-
standing, among many others. He has been recognized for his efforts to promote multi-cultural understanding and his campaigns 
against racism and right-wing violence through such titles as the “Global Leader of Tomorrow” awarded by the World Economic Fo-
rum, “Multikulti-Mann des Jahres” (“Multicultural Man of the Year”) by Freies Berlin, and through awards such as the Theodor-Heuss 
Medal for his work in prejudice reduction and the Civis Media Prize for advocacy of integration in Germany. Currently, Mr. Özdemir is 
a Fellow with the German Marshall Fund in Washington D.C. 
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